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Activ 605 open activ'ly polyvalent! 
 
Portland. The name might make us think of an amusement park ... It is, shall we say, the water sports 
paradise! Afloat in the harbor parking dry, the sale of boats for rent, maintenance, repair, chandler's 
shop at the trendy decoration ... all there! And, above all, an exceptional site on which Gapeau, 400 
meters, open to boaters the infinite expanse of the Mediterranean! An ideal place to discover, to this 
concessionaire Quicksilver, the virtues very convincing at all new 605 Open, one of the smallest of the 
range Activ signing the return of the manufacturer! 
 
Although this area of Hyères-les-Palmiers in the Var bears the marks of a business and tourist resort, this 
place called "Les Salins" has maintained a "wild" and authentic, and for good reason! Property of the 
Coastal Conservatory since 2001, it is, to date, one of the most remarkable natural areas of the Var 
coastline, known for its exceptional biological and landscape interest. This is also where the flows 
Gapeau, a Var river which rises in Signs, 47 kilometers above ... Here at last was born a few decades 
earlier, the structure of Portland, at the initiative of a developer who had originally the idea of 
constructing a dry dock and to sell seats ... An operation which, for various reasons, could not be carried 
to completion. 
 
TASTE OF CHALLENGE 
 
April 1, 1997, Portland was then officially bought by Alain Jourdan that appeals to his friend Jacques 
Palmer for help in managing this new business. I must admit that nothing predestined this binomial in 
such activity in yachting ... the first was a notary, the second director of a regional building design 
company! 
 
"We were heading into the unknown, Jacques remembers Palmer. It was an adventure and above all a 
great challenge we faced. We started with a young mechanic who taught us to handle a clark which we 
knew nothing! We purchased two forklifts because we soon realized that if one was broken, he had 
another alternative, although initially we had only fifteen small boats to manage. "It took "only" three 
years for new leaders to integrate seamlessly into their environment and water grow this business over 
the years. Proof is: 15 years later, Portland has three forklifts to handle up to 500 boats stationed dry. 
With three full-time forklift operators, a mechanic and an apprentice, two assistants and I host the 
secretariat, activities and services have become one of Portland "nautical" in its own right. The site is 
now managed by Pascale Jourdan who succeeded his father for four years, but can always count on the 
unwavering support, (and now the experience!) its director Jacques Palmer. 
 
DRY PORT ALTERNATIVE AND SOLUTION 
 
Of the approximately 5 acres of land that totals Portland, port activity in dry occupies a good half for 
them to offer a storage capacity of nearly 500 boats stored in racks or sheltered, for the largest units on 
wedges. "Even if we save a flood of requests during holiday periods, 98% of our customers rent places in 
years," said Jacques Palmer. This observation is needed almost as obviously face the problem of berths, 
both rare and expensive! Thus, the dry port is not only an alternative for boaters, but certainly a 
promising solution to manage, in part, the storage of small and medium sized units ... at a price that is 
also more affordable than a ring. In Portland, the annual cost of parking varies from € 1 560 for a 



distance of 5 meters, to € 2,910 for a boat of 8 to 8.50 meters. For larger units, Portland also has 60 
seats afloat spread over 200 meters of quay equipped with pontoons and terminal water supply and 
electricity in line with European standards. 
CONSTRAINTS STILL! 
 
If the dry port has some advantages, it also imposes certain constraints, be it by the amplitudes 
schedules which must comply boaters, from 8 to 13 pm and 14-20 pm in high season, with the obligation 
to present their boats to 19: 30 pm at the latest to make it out of the water and placed in its location 
before closing. "When we go out full season average of 150 boats per day, we are obliged to impose 
certain rules of operation, otherwise it would literally unmanageable, says Jacques Palmer. But if we are 
rigorous about our policies, we also ability to be responsive to our customers when they take the 
trouble to warn us. we always try to find solutions that arrange them, like for people who want to go 
fishing early in the morning before the opening. in this case, we leave their boat the night before and we 
moor at the dock so that people can recover. " 
 
MULTI-SERVICES 
 
If parking is her main concern, Portland also wanted to develop a number of services for its customers, 
such as upkeep and maintenance of boats allowed. "We have within our team, an engineer specializing 
in Mercury engines that we sell, Palmer says Jacques. But we also appeal to artisans specialists inboards 
and outboards and with whom we work in partnership year, to guarantee our customers quality services 
provided by experts ". On the same principle of partnership, Portland also offers work on hull, 
stratification or even maintenance of the fairing ... Tailored services on site and the map that the 
operator may choose from time to time, according to his needs ... 
 
Portland has also developed the boat rental, open from April to October, with a constantly updated fleet 
of semi-rigid Lomac he is dealer. With à la carte, for one or more days, so customers can choose boats 
ranging from 5.60 to 7.90 meters and to embark from 6 to 14 people! Finally, and obviously, selling 
boats is also part of activities that Portland has become a specialist in managing all aspects of 
negotiation: "In time, we often sell the boats that we know our customers perfect for storing at home, 
often to be maintained, and that we can vouch somehow, "said Jacques Palmer. As for new boats, 
Portland appears as Quicksilver and Mercury dealer for engines, but also offers financing options, 
insurance coverage, offers maintenance and, of course, the berth reserved! "That's what I call the 
package with tranquility, as a bonus, a welcome gift, a 15 month contract instead of 12 for the square, 
the first year," says Jacques Palmer. 
 
QUICKSILVER : A NEW LINE VERY "ACTIV" 
 
With its slogan Life is now, Quicksilver proclaims loud and clear its intention to move with the times and 
to exist now in the heart of its market. Not only the manufacturer says, but he proves, with its new line 
Activ, launched in 2010 and which even now, to date, a unique series of 15 boats, ranging from compact 
to luxury Cabin 430 Activ Activ 675 Sundeck. Relying on a strong collaboration with teams of designers, 
engineers and naval architects are highly experienced, Quicksilver has embarked on a bold challenge 
which aims to give the subsidiary of Brunswick new life, a second especially youth and a promising 
future on the recreational craft, however, affected by a difficult economic situation ... Without 
predicting its long-term development, it seems that the bet so far in the process of being identified with 
this new line unanimously hailed for its design, reliability, durability and comfort. "Objectively, I think 



today, Quicksilver has really taken a step ahead with these boats very modern and very efficient," joked 
bluntly Jacques Palmer. 
 
 
SEDUCED AND RE-CONQUERED 
 
So all the signs of a successful conversion that did not take long to convince and reclaim the leadership 
of Portland, to become re-distributor of the brand, after several rumors of commercial interruption. 
"We were Quicksilver dealer in the years 2003-2005 and for various reasons, we stopped the 
distribution, explains Jacques Palmer. In 2010, the representative has canvassed for Quicksilver we 
propose to take over the sale. I must admit that seeing them, I was quite surprised at the evolution of 
boats and seduced by their line. I ordered 3 and it is these Quicksilver 675 and 535 which were used as 
models for the implementation of catalog new range Activ. we also have these models available testing 
press and that's where we were able to discover and determine all their sailing qualities, even in difficult 
sea conditions ". 
 
Moral: Portland is once again not only Quicksilver dealer, he kept the boat in 3 trials, which quickly 
found buyers, but the company has recommended 10 in the process, sold 28 in 2011, and probably 
elapse as much, if not more in 2012! It must be said that, driven by the dynamics of its new flight. 
Quicksilver has introduced this year, five new models Activ, including the highly acclaimed and 
distinguished 605 Open ... 
 
ACTIV 605 OPEN: POLYVALENT 
 
With certain characteristics of the Quicksilver 675 Open Activ, such as simplicity of conversion of the 
solarium and the rational use of space, the Quicksilver 605 Activ is golden and already considered the 
best in its class and especially the most versatile. It is designed to provide the same comfort and even 
pleasure, both for the family walk (the cockpit is rapidly converted to a dining area or sun), fishing (with 
rod holders as standard) than for water sports (with a ski pylon integrated with the standard version) ... 
The highly contoured shape of the hull line'' sign'' of the boat and Activ ensures excellent seakeeping, 
combined with ease of navigation where "the absence of noise or creaking hull confirms the quality of 
construction" says Jacques Palmer. 
 
SAFETY AND COMFORT 
 
The maintenance and the robustness of the boat are a guarantee of security on which the manufacturer 
has also a strong emphasis in its interior design: a cockpit covered with slip surfaces, easy movement 
around the center console and protected by a high freeboard , handrails carefully positioned, including 
the three seats from the back seat ... The 605 Open has also favored the ease in and out of the water 
from the large swim platform with its very wide open, and a clear view of the cockpit from the wide 
platform because of the back seat swivel . 
 
Another great feature of the new Activ range, comfort on board, provided by a clever design and quality 
equipment. Comfortable seating and a large solarium offer passengers plenty of room to relax. The seats 
of the pilot and copilot, equipped with thick cushions and backrest lowered, also make the steering very 
pleasant, whether seated or standing support. Note, finally, the large storage capacity on board, 
distributed in boxes at the front and under the rear seat or, alternatively, in the hold, broad and deep, 
which is hidden under the console completely rocking. "All the opening part is mounted on the cylinder 



and thus allows to switch the console in a simple and easy, effortless and above all" Palmer says 
Jacques. Particularly well equipped in its standard version, the Activ 605 Open is also comes in a "Sport" 
version characterized by its black hull and white highlighted with an electric blue accent and including in 
its offer a cockpit shower and a stereo equipped two speakers. As for the engine,'' for use in sports, we 
can expect a maximum of 150 hp engine, Palmer says Jacques. But 115 hp is enough for family outings. 
This already allows to reach a top speed of about 35 knots, 20 to 22 knots in cruise. " 
 
Marked by their graceful lines and sleek profile, the Quicksilver Activ are mostly born of the 
comprehensive study of the needs and expectations of many boaters. It shows a range of boats that 
offers total versatility for all practical boating, fishing or sport, cruise or walk, speed and excitement, but 
without sacrificing any compromise to the structural integrity, safety and comfort on board. Assets that 
have earned Quicksilver to win the prestigious award of "Powerboat of the Year 2011" (the boat of the 
year) for its Activ 675 Open. Certainly, in 2012, the new version of the 605 Open is not unworthy! 
 


